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The Nature of a Man
[bookmark: _GoBack]The nature of a man is a concept that refers to the fundamental outlooks and character traits that human beings have been said to possess naturally, such as patterns of knowing, emotions, and behavior. All the occurrences and activities that humans did not produce are referred to as nature. Human nature is a word that is frequently used to describe the human aspect of what defines human beings. Some of the essential features of the nature of a man are; ability, understanding, conduct, communication, sexuality, and eating. Many people have different opinions on how men should be, how they should behave and what traits they should possess for them to be regarded as good. Reading from our authors, we can read a lot from them on how they think about the nature of man. 
Homer, as an author, would have answered the question by vividly describing human nature in two forms, namely, emotions and feelings. For example, the Iliad, written by Homer, contains a great deal of empathy and respect and a genuine portrayal of human behavior. On the other hand, human beings are seen as they are by Homer, which implies that they are imperfect and influenced by fears and anxieties. The nature of fear is evidenced, for example, through Achilles when he understands that if he stays out of the war, he will live a longer life. Still, if Achilles participates, he will die prematurely. Homer would have also incorporated courage as a feature of human nature. He describes Achilles as courageous and a hero when he kills Hector and takes his body to Priam. Thus, according to Homer, man is supposed to be courageous like Achilles. Achilles helped the Greeks win the Trojan War because of his courage and simplicity. Again, in his poem Odyssey, Homer would use his character Odysseus to discourage cruelty, and selfishness. Odysseus was selfish, merciless, and cruel. This makes him not to be regarded as a hero although he helped the Greeks win the Trojan War. According to Homer, human nature is built around mercy and compassion. Thus, it is the nature of man to want to be remembered or leave a legacy whether a positive or negative one. 
On the other hand, Virgil would have approached the question by concentrating on the great traits associated with the ideal human being. The traits are well described in his definition of a real Roman. In his writing, he focuses on two aspects of human nature that is conduct and understanding. First, the conduct of courage is well explained by Virgil when he leads Dante and protects him throughout.  Secondly, Virgil displays an understanding as to the nature of man by sympathizing with Dante, understanding that he is dependent on him.  Most of the time, Virgil's main goal is to harden Dante's heart against Hell's most heinous hues.
The last author is Chaucer who wrote the book “The Canterbury Tales.” In the book, the author describes some of his characters satirically and others with complete admiration. For example, he mocks the Monk and the Prioress for not walking their call and leading luxurious life (Chaucer, 2012). They forgot their calling which was to help the poor and serve God. Chaucer focuses on the nature of man as being materialistic. It is the nature of every man to want to be wealthy and live a luxurious life. Men can forfeit their calling to pursue luxurious lifestyle like the Monk and Prioress did (Olson, 1987). They forgot their calling of helping the poor and serving the lord. Hence, Chaucer depicts the nature of men as being selfish. He shows that men can sometimes be deceitful and corrupt. However, he also shows that men can stay on course for their purpose. For example, Parson is described as a responsible and true person who is a good example of a religious leader and who deserves to be part of the church. 
In conclusion, the Bible describes the nature of a man as a combination of the body, that is, the physical structure of human beings, and the spirit, the non-physical component of a human that houses feelings and characteristics. A person does not exist if either part is missing. At the same time, having a single individual necessitates both components cooperating. Biblical teachings such as a man being created in God's image and His likeliness show that the nature of a man is of Godly form. Human nature was initially perfect since it was formed that way by God. Since the fall of man, men are prone to sinning or doing the wrong thing. Men are sinful in nature (Murphy, 2017). They are sinful in that they no longer regard virtues like honesty, integrity, mercy, compassion and humility. Instead they have become arrogant, cruel, corrupt, deceitful, selfish and egocentric. These traits are described by the authors described above. 
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